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“Reflecting on the 2015-16 School Year”
It’s hard to imagine that 
our school year in the 
ABC Unified School 
District is soon end-
ing on June 15, 2016.  
There were many high-
lights during the 2015-
16 school year including 
the celebration of nine 
elementary schools se-
lected as California Gold 
Ribbon Schools, the des-
ignation of the District as an “Honor Roll District” with fifteen Honor 
Roll Schools by the Educational Results Partnership and the Campaign 
for Business and Education Excellence, the selection of Ross MS Acade-
my as a “CA School to Watch/National Model Middle School”, Whitney 
HS selected as the #1 high school in California by U.S. News & World 
Report, winning two Golden Bell Awards from the California School 
Boards Association and the recognition by the National School Boards 
Association for our Multi-Tiered System of Support.
Our District’s graduation rate increased from 93.5% to 94.4% with a 
decline in the dropout rate from 2.3% to 1.7%.  The District has not had 
any expulsions for four years.
Like all districts in California, the Local Control Accountability Plan 
(LCAP) was the driving force behind many of the services and programs 
in the District to address the State’s and District priorities.  Here is a 
recap of some of the efforts during the 2015-16 school year:

•  We purchased new math instructional materials that were aligned 
to the California State Standards for elementary and secondary 
schools. 

•  Professional development was provided for 2039 TK-12th grade 
teachers in the new math materials.  Training focused on problem 
based learning and math practice standards.  Secondary teachers 
were trained in the Expository Reading and Writing Course as well 
as the Next Generation Science Standards.

•  The LCAP Parent Committee was formed to include parents of 
English learners, Title I and non-Title I schools representing all 
schools in the District.  The District’s Parent Leadership Academy 
was reorganized to provide monthly modules related to the LCAP 
goals. 

•  We provided the Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID) 
Program for all secondary schools to prepare students for college 
readiness.  We increased access to Advanced Placement Courses as 
well as increased support to schools with English Learners through 
the Imagine Learning Program and Reading Plus Program.  We pro-
vided Edmentum, an online program to support credit recovery. 

•  We increased the use of school wide positive behavioral support 
systems across the district including the Positive Behavior Interven-
tions and Supports Program, PeaceBuilders and Restorative Justice 
Program to improve school climate.

•  We added 12 Wellness Coordinators for all elementary and middle 
schools to support students with social-emotional behavioral is-
sues.

•  Naviance, an online college and career readiness exploration pro-
gram was available to all middle and high school students. 

•  We convened the first College and Career Forum with higher edu-
cation and industry sectors.  We launched an Education Business 
RoundTable with our local Chamber of Commerce partners. 

•  Class sizes were reduced to 26:1 in K-3 classrooms. 
•  We expanded the Science, Technology Engineering Math (STEM) 

Program and activities to 13 elementary schools through a Boeing 
Grant.

•  District benchmarks were developed and implemented to monitor 
students’ progress towards proficiency in English Language Arts and 
Math Standards. 

We recognize that the LCAP is a planning document that will be revised 
and modified over the next few years.  We thank all those involved with 
providing input towards the LCAP at the District and at the school site 
level.  The LCAP is available on the District’s website at: www.abcusd.
k12.ca.us.  Your feedback is always welcomed. The ABC Board of Educa-
tion will be voting on the LCAP for 2016-17 at the June 21 Board Meet-
ing.
The Board of Education recently created a new Ad Hoc Board Advisory 
Facilities Committee comprised of community members and district staff.  
They will be reviewing the facilities needs of the District and provide prog-
ress reports to the Board throughout the 2016-17 school year. 
Finally, congratulations to all our graduates in the Class of 2016!  We wish 
them the best of luck in their postsecondary options. 
We wish everyone a safe and memorable summer! 

Dr. Mary Sieu with Willow ES Gold 
Medalists at the Elementary STEM Olympics
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Cerritos High School Varsity Swim Teams

Carmenita Middle School Model United Nations
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News From Our Schools and Around The District

It looks like our delegates changed the world!

2016 California CIF Southern Section Division IV Champions.   
Four years in a row.

2016 California CIF Southern Section Division IV Champions.   
Three years in a row.



LACOE Math Field Day

ABC teams won three medals at the Los Angeles County Office 
of Education (LACOE) Math Field Day.  Two Silvers medals were 
presented to Wittmann ES and one Bronze medal was presented 
to Fedde MS.  This is a huge accomplishment for our ABC students 
as they competed against 33 school districts in LA County.  The 
competitors almost filled the entire auditorium at Glendale H.S.  
It was a great experience for our students and the first time 
Wittmann ES participated in the event.  »

Niemes Elementary School
It was a special night for Niemes ES where we celebrated their 25 
years of the Dual Language Immersion Program (Spanish/English). 
The community came out to watch student performances and 
hear from those who have been a part of the history of the Dual 
Language Immersion Program.  State Senator Tony Mendoza 
presented a Proclamation for Niemes.  Board President Chen, 
Board Member Leticia Mendoza, and Superintendent Dr. Mary 
Sieu also presented special recognitions to Niemes ES.  It was also 
exciting to announce that the CA Dept. of Education selected 
Niemes ES as a 2016 Gold Ribbon School!  Congratulations.  »

Visit our website for 
ABC USD schools' 
addresses, contact 
info, enrollment 
boundaries and more!

www.abcusd.k12.ca.us
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Fedde MS Bronze Medal Winners

Wittmann ES Silver Medal Winners

Board recognition of the Dual Language Immersion teachers

Superintendent Dr. Mary Sieu presents a certificate of recognition to 
Principal Meg Jimenez

State Senator Tony Mendoza honors the Niemes Staff



News From Our Schools and Around The District

Whitney High School   
US News and World Report collected data on 28,561 public schools 
to develop their top ranked school list.  Whitney High School is 
ranked #1 in California and #19 in the nation based upon their 
statistical calculation, which consists of four phases.  First, student 
reading and math scores on state exams must indicate that they are 
performing better than statistically expected for that state.  If this is 
proven, a school moves to the second phase of the process.  During 
this phase, the school’s African American, Hispanic, and low-income 
student group scores have shown that they outperform others 
throughout the state.  Phase three, graduation rate, is new to the 
US News & World Report’s ranking system this year.  Schools that 
make the list have proven a high rate of students who are awarded 
high school diplomas.  The final phase includes a College Reediness 
Index and is based upon the number of students who have taken and 
passed an AP or IB exam before or during their senior year.  Specifically, the number of 12th grade students in the 2013-14 academic year 
who took and passed at least one AP or IB test before they graduated, divided by the number of current 12th graders.

Please see attached link.  http://www.usnews.com/education/best-high-schools/national-rankings.  »

Whitney Named #1 by U.S.News and World Report.

ADULT SCHOOL
Learning for Life

ABC Adult School offers  
Great Classes!  

Check out the Summer Catalog at www.abcadultschool.edu

ADULT SCHOOL
Learning for LifeADULT SCHOOL
Learning for Life

Contact an ABC Adult School Campus Near You for More Information:

 Cuesta Campus Cabrillo Lane Adult Center

 12254 Cuesta Drive, Cerritos, CA 90703 20122 Cabrillo Lane, Cerritos, CA 90703

 (562) 926-6734 
(562) 809-9011

Summer Fun at ABC Adult SchoolSummer Fun at ABC Adult SchoolSummer Fun at ABC Adult School
Summer Fun at ABC Adult School

 July 5 - July 28, 2016 July 5 - July 28, 2016

www.abcadultschool.edu  •  (562) 926-6734
www.abcadultschool.edu  •  (562) 926-6734

*Choose your classes carefully!  There will be a charge of $5 to transfer or $10 processing fee to drop before the first day of class.  NO REFUNDS WILL BE GIVEN AFTER THE FIRST CLASS MEETING.

*Choose your classes carefully!  There will be a charge of $5 to transfer or $10 processing fee to drop before the first day of class.  NO REFUNDS WILL BE GIVEN AFTER THE FIRST CLASS MEETING.

REgIsTER OnLInE!   
www.abcadultschool.edu  

Online Registration Begins: Friday, May 13  9 am    

Walk-in Registration Begins:  Friday, May 20  8 am

REgIsTER OnLInE!   
www.abcadultschool.edu  

Online Registration Begins: Friday, May 13  9 am    

Walk-in Registration Begins:  Friday, May 20  8 am

Online Discount  

SAVE $5 per class when you register online between May 13-19Online Discount  

SAVE $5 per class when you register online between May 13-19Summer School

High School 

Students 16 & older  

welcome in most classes.

Career Tech | Computer Training | Pharmacy Tech | Medical Assistant | Medical Billing & Coding | High School AP Enrichment | Academics Lab | Parent Education | English As Second Language/Citizenship | Fine Arts | Music | Crafts | Sewing | Ballroom Dance | Fitness | Yoga

Online Discount  

register online between May 13-19.  SAVE $5 per class!

Botanical Watercolor Painting  Skill Level: Beginning and up.  

Learn to observe and draw plants with accuracy: this course enables students to 

develop acuity, analyze the role of light on form and use color tonal value skills.

W 9140501   Teng     9:00 am - 12:00 pm Cabrillo Lane 8 $36  7/6 - 7/27

Watercolor/Watercolor Pencils techniques-still life With fruit  Watercolor pencils technique 

combined with part traditional watercolor techniques will be used to create a Still Life with fruit.  Sketch for project will be provided.  

Student will provide their own materials.  Please see list of materials on website.

T 9148503 Armiento 12:30 pm - 3:30 pm Cabrillo Lane 8 $36 7/5 - 7/26

color Mixing – oil Painting techniques - cityscaPe  Color mixing and the importance of complementary 

colors in color mixing will be presented.  Sketch for project will be provided.  Students will provide their own materials.  Please see list of 

materials on website.

W 9141503 Armiento 12:30 pm - 3:30 pm Cabrillo Lane 8  $36   7/6 - 7/27

floral Design   This basic class will cover floral design terms, techniques, and traditions.  Learn and create a new design to take 

home each week.  $20 weekly material fee due to the instructor.

Th 9107501   Park  9:00 am - 12:00 pm Cabrillo Lane 8 $36 7/7 - 7/28

glass fusing - Beginning   Come learn the basics of melting glass in this three-week introduction to glass fusing.  Please 

bring a pair of safety glasses to the first meeting.  $35 material fee due to the instructor on the first day of class.

M 9109550     Tanis  8:00 am - 11:00 am Cuesta Upholstery Center $27 7/11 - 7/25

glass fuseD JeWelry - all levels   You will learn the basics of melting glass while creating one-of-a-kind glass cabochons 

and jewelry components.  Materials will cost approximately $12-$15 per class.  Please bring a pair of safety glasses the first day of class.

M 9109353        Tanis  12:00 pm - 3:00 pm Cuesta Upholstery Center $27 7/11 - 7/25

aDvanceD glass fusing - casting   In this advanced class you will learn how to make a simple one-time-use mold 

for casting an open face glass box and then use those skills to mold and cast other small shapes of your choice.  Materials will cost 

approximately $12-$15 per class.  Please bring a pair of safety glasses the first day of class.

Th 9100750        Tanis  8:00 am - 12:00 pm Cuesta Upholstery Center $48 7/7 - 7/28

craftaPalooza - the Printing eDition   Students will learn printing techniques as they make their own personalized 

stamps and stencils.  A $60 material fee is due on the first day of class.  Please wear an apron the first day of class.

Th 9103553      Tanis  1:00 pm - 3:00 pm Cuesta Upholstery Center $24 7/7 - 7/28

seWing for all levels - froM shirt to aPron: refashioneD aPron tutorial   In this workshop, you 

will learn how to make an apron from a button up men’s shirt.

T 9162302   Lamoureux 10:00 am - 2:00 pm Cabrillo Lane 2 $48 7/5 - 7/26

alteration/seWing   Students will learn how to alter clothing or patterns and will learn methods of fitting clothing and changing 

garments.  Students need to bring garments or pattern to class.  (Limited number of sewing machines available).

T 9150701      Lebron       9:00 am - 12:00 pm Cabrillo Lane 2 $36 7/5 - 7/26

hanD - Bags   Students will be creating a cross-body bag that can be used when traveling.  (Limited number of sewing machines 

available).  Please call for supply list.

T 9152003      Lebron 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm Cabrillo Lane 2 $36 7/5 - 7/26

serger  Learn your serger step by step.  Threading, tension, and serging techniques to create projects.  (Limited number of sewing 

machines available).  Please call for supply list.

W 9160501 Lebron 9:00 am - 12:00 pm Cabrillo Lane 2 $36 7/6 - 7/27

uPholstery Basic techniques  This class teaches fundamentals of upholstery with a decorative flair, including instruction 

on frame construction repair, restoration, restyling, and fabric selection.  This class is structured as a workshop-students work individually 

on projects with instructor assistance.  Students must pay for their own supplies.  ¡APRENDA TAPICERIA!  

T 9170550   Quezada    8:00 am - 11:45 am Cuesta Upholstery Center $45 7/5 - 7/26

T 9170553  Quezada    12:15 pm - 4:00 pm Cuesta Upholstery Center $45 7/5 - 7/26

W 9170551  Quezada    8:00 am - 11:45 am Cuesta Upholstery Center $45 7/6 - 7/27

W 9170554  Quezada    12:15 pm - 4:00 pm Cuesta Upholstery Center $45 7/6 - 7/27

BallrooM Dancing  Students will learn to dance Cha Cha, Waltz, Rumba and Tango.

T/Th 9092002    Yao 10:00 am - 12:00 pm  Cabrillo Lane       26 $48 7/5 - 7/28

Pilates/yoga With Jessie  This class can be adapted to beginners or advanced level.  Pilates helps build core strength and 

keeps the back in shape.  Combined with traditional yoga, the exercises help increase stability to the spine.  Please bring a mat and towel.

T 9096701   Shepherd 9:00 am - 10:15 am Cabrillo Lane Aud $15 7/5 - 7/26

aeroBic Workout With Jessie  This class is suitable for seniors and beginners.  Have fun doing aerobic exercises to great 

oldies and pop music - combining both cardio and stretching exercises to help improve your body.  Please bring mat and hand weights.  

T 9091502   Shepherd 10:20 am - 11:35 am Cabrillo Lane  Aud $15 7/5 - 7/26

Back, hiPs anD shoulDers  This class uses therapeutic techniques to improve your joint strength.  Chair exercise support is 

offered to safely perform a variety of postures.  Please bring mat, hand weights and stretch band.  

T 9091702 Shepherd 11:45 am - 1:00 pm Cabrillo Lane  Aud $15 7/5 - 7/26

erhu Playing for Basic training  Students will learn how to read numerical musical notation, playing skills, and some 

fundamentals of music.  (Ages 13-18) 

MTWTh 9081302 Li  10:00 am - 12:00 pm   Cabrillo Lane  24 $90 7/5 - 7/28

erhu Playing for Basic training (Beginning to interMeDiate)  Students will learn how to read numerical 

musical notation, playing skills, and some fundamentals of music.

MTWTh 9071503 Li  2:00 pm - 4:00 pm   Cabrillo Lane  24 $90 7/5 - 7/28

COmmUnITy EdUCATIOn CLAssEs

Parent education

Learn, Understand & Grow With Your Child

Online registration begins Friday, May 13.  Walk-in registration begins Friday, May 20.  

Online Discount  
SAVE $5 per class when you register online between May 13-19

Terrific Toddler Time!  Parents will enjoy a variety of summer themed activities and crafts with 

their toddlers.

1.0-2.5 years 7053001 T/Th 8:30 am - 10:30 am Damron Parent Ed Center 2 

    Brookler            $50

1.0-2.5 years 7053002 T/Th 10:40 am - 12:40 pm Damron Parent Ed Center 2 Brookler  $50

Summer fun!  Come join us for all kinds of fun summer learning activities and crafts, with themes including the Beach, Wild West 

and Hawaii!
2.0-3.5 years 7052001 M/W 8:30 am - 10:30 am Damron Parent Ed Center 2 Aasness $44

2.0-3.5 years 7052002 M/W 10:40 am - 12:40 pm Damron Parent Ed Center 2 Aasness $44

AnimAlS ThAT live on lAnd, SeA & Air  Learn about land animals like: lions, tigers, monkeys, & zebras; sea animals like 

fish, octopi, crabs & lobsters: and air animals like birds, eagles & owls.

2.0-5.0 years 7050502 M/W 10:00 am - 12:00 pm Gonsalves Parent Ed Center   Cham $44

communiTY helPerS  Learn about people who help in the community such as doctors, firefighters, construction workers, police 

officers, librarians and zookeepers. 

2.0-5.0 years 7051002 T/Th 10:00 am - 12:00 pm Gonsalves Parent Ed Center   Cham $50

SummerTime mATh fun  This fun program will familiarize your child with basic preschool Math concepts through a variety of 

interactive activities, such as painting, drawing, music and movement.  This is a great opportunity to extend your child’s preschool learning 

through the summer.

3.5-5.0 years 7052501 M/W 8:30 am - 10:30 am Damron Parent Ed Center 1 CohenDoron $44 

3.5-5.0 years 7052502 M/W 10:40 am - 12:40 pm Damron Parent Ed Center 1 CohenDoron $44

reAding fun wiTh greAT BooKS for children  Parents and children will experience math, language, science and 

art activities as they learn about great children’s books.   An emphasis will be placed on family literacy.

3.0-5.0 years 7051501 T/Th   8:30 am - 10:30 am Damron Parent Ed Center 1 Hom $50

3.0-5.0 years 7051502 T/Th   10:40 am - 12:40 pm Damron Parent Ed Center 1 Hom $50

CLASSIC CAKES from SCrAtCh  (Not a cake decorating class)  Min/Max: 8 students (adults only)   Skill Level: Fun  

You will learn to bake and create delicious and stylish layer cakes with homemade fillings.  Please note: Recipes contain nuts and dairy 

products.  Students will furnish all baking equipment/ supplies and ingredients, unless noted in recipes.  A $5 fee will go towards basic 

baking staples paid to the instructor the first day of class.

W 9125551    Skube  9:00 am - 12:00 pm  Cuesta  E-7 $68 7/6 - 7/20

CAKE DECorAtING, roLLED foNDANt  Min 8/Max 10 (ages 16 and up)   Skill Level: Fun

You will learn how to cover a 6” round cake with rolled fondant.  A $20 fee paid to instructor the day of class.  You will be required to bring 

a table 9-inch cake box or container to put your cake in to take home.  Note: Students can request to use a “dummy cake” to work on, 

keeping their cake as a sampler.  Must inform instructor 5 days in advance of class.

M 9123351   Skube 9:00 am - 1:00 pm Cuesta  E-7 $30 7/11

KIDS & JUNIOR CLASSES
fuN moNStEr CupCAKES  Min/Max 12   Skill Level: Beginners

Kids and juniors will learn basic piping skills with a star and grass tip to make icing “fur” on cupcakes.  Everyone will take home their 

cupcakes, tip, coupler and a piping bag.  All supplies included.  Note: Kids & junior decorators must bring an apron and wear clothing that 

can get dirty.  Instructor is not responsible for coloring & icing stains on clothing or skin.  Ages 5-10 will work on will work on mini size 

cupcakes.  All supplies are included in the $15 material fee due to the instructor the day of class.  

Ages 5-10: M 9124551 Skube 9:30 am - 11:30 am Cuesta  E-7 $15 7/25 

Ages 11 and up:  M 9124553   Skube 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm Cuesta  E-7 $15 7/25

fLowErS IN BLoom pLuS morE  Min/Max 12   Skill Level: Beginners and up

Kids and juniors will be amazed to see the variety of flowers they will pipe on cupcakes using only one decorating tip.  Everyone will take 

home their cupcakes, tips, coupler and a piping bag.  Note: Kids & junior decorators must bring an apron and wear clothing that can get 

dirty. Instructor is not responsible for coloring & icing stains on clothing or skin.  Ages 8-12 will work on mini size cupcakes.  All supplies 

are included in the $15 material fee due to the instructor the day of class.

Ages 8-12: W 9124051     Skube 9:30 am - 11:30 am Cuesta  E-7 $15 7/27 

Ages 13 and up:  W 9124053   Skube 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm Cuesta  E-7 $15 7/27

oAtmEAL-Nut CooKIES  (NOTE: Recipe contains nuts & dairy products)   Min/ Max. 10   Skill Level: Fun

This is a great introduction class to basic baking skills & terminology for the ‘little’ and young  ‘chefs-to-be’.  Everyone will bring home 

their fresh baked cookies to share with family and friends.  All supplies are included in the $5 material fee due to the instructor the day 

of class.

Ages 5-10: M 9135251      Skube 9:00 am - 11:30 am Cuesta  E-7 $20 7/18 

Ages 11 and up:  M 9135253   Skube 1:00 pm - 3:30 pm Cuesta  E-7 $20 7/18

Students in Debra Agrums class showcase their artwork. Whitney HS Art Showcase at Open House with Malia Pulido.
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Elementary STEM Olympics Year Two 
This is the 2nd year that both the Boeing Company and the Cerritos 
Optimist Club have supported Elementary STEM Olympics in 
ABCUSD.  The events were based on training that 5th and 6th grade 
teachers received from the Engineering is Elementary (EiE) Program.  
Last year, eight schools were involved at an event held at Carmenita 
MS.  This year, thirteen schools were involved.  The Olympics 
were held at Carmenita MS on Saturday, May 7 and Tetzlaff MS on 
Saturday, May 14.  The events were based on engineering units from 
the Engineering is Elementary Program (engineering: parachutes, 
recycled racers, insulated homes, and solar cookers).  Engineering 
is an important component of the Next Generation Science 
Standards.  The events were coordinated by Paul Killian, Science 
Program Specialist and the science departments at both Carmenita 
and Tetzlaff Middle Schools.  The schools participating at Carmenita 
MS were Burbank, Cerritos, Gonsalves, Juarez, Kennedy, Stowers, 
and Wittmann elementary schools.  The schools at Tetzlaff MS were 
Carver, Bragg, Hawaiian, Leal, Melbourne, and Willow elementary 
schools.  »
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Recycled Racers

Insulated Homes

Elementary STEM Olympics at Tetzlaff MS



News From Our Schools and Around The District
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Middle School STEM Olympics  
The 18th Annual Middle School STEM Olympics was held at Carmenita 
MS on Saturday, April 16.  This event is co-sponsored by the Cerritos 
Optimist Club.  Board Clerk Yoo and Superintendent Dr. Mary Sieu, 
along with the President of the Cerritos Optimist Club, Gary McHatton 
awarded the winning teams Bronze, Silver, and/or Gold medallions at the 
STEM Olympics.  »

Middle School STEM Olympics, April 16, 2016 at Carmenita MS

Ad Hoc Board Advisory 
Committee-Facilities

At the April 19, 2016 meeting, the ABC Unified School 
District Board of Education approved the formation of 
the Ad Hoc Board Advisory Committee on Facilities.  
The purpose of the Committee is to evaluate capital 
improvement needs of the District and to provide 
recommendations to the Board of Education on long-
range facilities planning.  The Committee will review, 
amend, revise, update, and prioritize the current Facilities 
Master Plan. 

The 19 member Committee, made up of community 
members, parents, teachers, support staff, and students, 
held its first meeting on June 1, 2016 at the District Office.  
The Committee plans to meet at least once a month, with 
additional meetings scheduled as needed, to carry out its 
work.  The Committee will consider, but not be limited 
to, the following:
1.   Current and projected school enrollment for each 

grade level, based on residential housing growth 
patterns in accordance with city/county general plans 
and other demographic factors

2.   The District’s educational goals, including the District 
Strategic Plan and Local Control Accountability Plan

3.   Current and projected educational program re-
quirements to ensure that our schools are physically 
equipped to deliver the instructional programs

4.  Student safety and welfare
5.   An evaluation of existing buildings and needs for mod-

ernization and renovation
6.   State planning standards and local zoning require-

ments
7.   The community’s social, economic and political char-

acteristics
8.   Estimated costs associated with meeting the District’s 

facility needs
9.   Facility equity – A global assessment of the equity of 

facilities among District campuses
10.   Review funding options to support the needs of facili-

ties

The Committee will be meeting at 6:00 p.m. at the District 
Office, 16700 Norwalk Blvd, Cerritos, on the following 
dates:  (Additional meeting dates may be scheduled as 
needed): Thursdays, June 16, 2016; July 14, 2016; August 
11, 2016; September 8, 2016; October 13, 2016; November 
10, 2016; December 8, 2016; January 12, 2017; February 9, 
2017; March 9, 2017; April 13, 2017; May 11, 2017; and June 
8, 2017.

For more information, please visit the District’s website 
at: www.abcusd.k12.ca.us  »
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Fedde MS Academy
Fedde Academy MS teacher Chad Laines is proud to announce that Fedde 
Academy is home to two California State Champions!  History was made as 
all three Fedde History Day teams made it to the finals of California History 
Day in Rocklin, California.

At the awards ceremony, Fedde's documentary and exhibit teams were 
named State Champions.  They will now represent the State of California in 
the National History Day Competition held at the University of Maryland in 
June, 2016.

Documentary:  Edward Dwight "An Encounter with Racism Halts One Man's 
Dream to Explore"  Presented by: Santiago Hermosillo and Victor Esquivias

Exhibit:  Little Rock Nine "Exploring Educational Opportunity, Encountering Racism"  Presented by: Aylin Borja, Angela Lopez, Darla 
Ortiz, and Omar Gonzalez.  »

Nine ABC Elementary Schools Selected as 2016 Gold Ribbon Schools
The California Department of Education announced that nine 
elementary schools in ABC Unified School District have been 
selected for the 2016 Gold Ribbon Schools Award.  The California 
Gold Ribbon Schools Award was created to honor schools in place 
of the California Distinguished Schools Program, which is on hiatus 
while California creates new assessment and accountability systems.  
Statewide, 768 elementary schools were selected for this Award.  

The nine schools in ABC Unified School District selected for 
the Gold Ribbon Schools Award include Carver ES, Cerritos ES, 
Elliott ES, Kennedy ES, Leal ES, Niemes ES, Palms ES, Stowers ES, 
and Wittmann ES.  The nine schools are located in three cities 
including Artesia, Cerritos, and Lakewood.  “We are proud of all 
our award winning schools for developing model programs focusing 
on collaboration, data analysis, and raising student achievement.  
The teachers, support staffs, students, parents, and community 
members are to be commended for their outstanding efforts” said 
Superintendent Dr. Mary Sieu. 

The schools applied for the award based on a model program their 
school adopted that includes standards-based activities, projects, 
strategies, and practices that can be replicated by other school dis-
tricts.  In addition, the Gold Ribbon Awards recognize California 
schools that have made gains in implementing the California Stan-
dards for English Language Arts and Math, English Language De-
velopment Standards, and the Next Generation Science Standards.  
The award recognized middle and high schools in 2015. 

In addition to the nine Gold Ribbon Schools Award, Cerritos ES and 
Leal ES also received the Civic Learning Award of 
Merit for engaging students in opportunities that 
incorporate research-based, proven practices in 
civic learning.  The Superior Court of California, 
Los Angeles County honored both schools with 
a Civic Learning Award Certificate.

The nine schools in ABCUSD were recognized 
at a Regional Ceremony held by the California 
Department of Education on May 24, 2016 at 
the JW Marriott Hotel in Los Angeles.  State 
Superintendent Tom Torlakson honored each 
school with a plaque and banner prior at the 
Awards Luncheon.  »

All Title I Schools received the Title I Achievement Award like  
Carver Academy.

Palms ES is one of 9 Gold Ribbon Schools.

State Superintendent Tom Torlaskon honors Wittmann Elementary School.



News From Our Schools and Around The District

Region XIV ACSA  
At the Region XIV ACSA (Association of California School 
Administrators) Awards Dinner at the Grand Event Center 
in Long Beach on April 27, we recognized and honored Dr. 
Gina Zietlow, Principal of Gahr HS, as the Region and State’s 
Administrator of the Year-Secondary Principal.  Superintendent 
Dr. Mary Sieu had the honor of introducing Dr. Zietlow on behalf 
of all of us from the District.  She will also be honored at the 
State level in November as part of ACSA’s Annual Conference.  
During the evening, Crechena Wise, Principal of Tetzlaff MS, was 
recognized as the California Finalist for the National Association 
of Secondary School Principals.  »

Teacher Interview Event a Success!  
The ABC Unified School District Teacher Interview Event was held 
on April 20, 2016.  Our ABC Principals and Co-Administrators 
interviewed 191 candidates at both the elementary and secondary 
levels.  The most qualified candidates were invited to the site 
level interviews as the vacancies occur throughout the end of the 
school year and during the summer.  We had many outstanding 
candidates this year!  Thank you to our administrators who 
participated in the TIE event.  A special thank you to Laurie Esquer, 
the Coordinator of our TIE event and the Human Resources staff 
for their hard work and support.  »

Gahr HS team joins in honoring Dr. Gina Zietlow

Karen Pierce and Tamara Arizaga welcome new candidates.

Martha Munoz welcomes the interviewees.

Stacey Hamagiwa, Teacher Induction Coordinator and  
Dr. Susan Hixson, Assistant Superintendent of HR

Crechena Wise, National Association of Secondary School  
Principals Finalist and Dr. Gina Zietlow,  

ACSA State Administrator of the Year-Secondary School.
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Community Involvement

President of the Artesia Chamber of Commerce Dr. PaoLing Guo 
presents a certificate of appreciation to Dr. Mary Sieu for her  

State of the District Address

Superintendent Dr. Mary Sieu, Artesia Mayor Pro Tem Ali Taj,  
and Niemes Principal Meg Jimenez

Artesia Chamber of Commerce 
Superintendent Dr. Mary Sieu thanks the community members 
who attended the State of the District presentation at the Artesia 
Chamber of Commerce Luncheon held at the Wok N Tandoor.  
"I’m always pleased that people are more aware of how our 
District is doing to serve the community."  »

Principal of Artesia HS Sergio Garcia recognized for  
"Making a Difference".

Artesia HS administrative team and teachers recognized  
for "Making a Difference".

City of Lakewood Celebrates 
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Community Involvement

Kaiser Youth Work Preparation 
Certificate Program 

Over 100 students applied for and interviewed for a spot in the 
Kaiser Youth Work Preparation Certificate Program.  Only 30 
students were accepted.  Two students were from Artesia High 
School and two students from Gahr High School.  The program 
aims to serve high school students in the LA area.  Students who 
are a part of this program complete a seven week work prep 
program where they learn valuable job skills such as interviewing, 
resume writing, people skills, etc.  They are also introduced 
to various health care fields beyond that of a doctor or nurse.  
Students who successfully complete the program are then placed 
in a Kaiser Permanente facility where they are paid to work over 
the summer, while being paired with a health care mentor.

Arielle Whitacre, AP Biology Teacher at Artesia High School 
was very proud to be in attendance at this graduation ceremony 
with the two students from Artesia High School, Megh Jariwala 
and Andy Amaya-Razo.  They and the two Gahr High School 
Students, Omar Scott and Mahnoor Uraizee, represented ABC 
Unified School District very well.  »

ABC Business Education 
RoundTable 

On June 1st, the Career Technical Education Department hosted 
a Business and Education RoundTable discussion.  After a warm 
welcome from CTE Coordinator Ann Griffo, Superintendent 
Dr. Mary Sieu shared the purpose of the RoundTable event, 
which was to share ideas that help us work together to better 
prepare students for the workplace and raise awareness of 
opportunities employers can provide for our students.  Thirty-
three business representatives and 19 ABC administrators/
counselors ate breakfast, collaborated, and crossed the divide 
that often exists between businesses and educational institutions.  
Director of Secondary Schools Dr. Rhonda Buss presented the 
benefits of work-based learning opportunities that included 
career awareness, exploration, and preparation activities for 
students.  The presentation opened the door for employers and 
educators to discuss next steps in working together to offer 
more work-based learning opportunities for students.  At the 
end, each table shared ideas they gained from the RoundTable 
discussions.  Several table groups discussed the importance of 
learning “soft skills” such as effective communication, professional 
dress, and the ability to problem-solve at the workplace.  Each 
employer who participated in ABC’s Business and Education 
RoundTable discussion completed an interest card indicating their 
willingness to partner with ABC to provide work-based learning  
opportunities.  »

Kicking off the Business Education RoundTable

Artesia Chamber of Commerce

Visit our website for 
ABC USD schools' 
addresses, contact 
info, enrollment 
boundaries and more!

www.abcusd.k12.ca.us
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Celebrating at the City of Hawaiian Gardens 52nd Anniversary, April 16, 2016
Board Clerk Soo Yoo, City Councilmember Mayra Maravilla, Board Member Sophia Tse,  

Board President Olympia Chen and Superintendent Dr. Mary Sieu

Wesley Health Center Grand Opening, April 15, 2016 at Fedde MS

City of Hawaiian Gardens 52nd Anniversary

Grand Opening of the Wesley Health Center at Fedde MS 
The official Grand Opening of the Wesley Health Center at Fedde MS was held on Friday, April 15 with the Cerritos Regional Chamber 
of Commerce conducting a Ribbon Cutting Ceremony.  LA Supervisor Don Knabe, City of Hawaiian Gardens Council Members 
Reynaldo Rodriguez and Myra Maravilla, CEO of the Wesley Health Center Al Ballesteros, and Superintendent Dr. Mary Sieu delivered 
congratulatory messages at the Grand Opening.  This was followed by a tour of the Health Center at Fedde MS.  Field representatives 
from our local elected officials presented proclamations to the Wesley Health Center.  We were joined by many local community 
agencies who have partnered with us in ABC for many years.  This included Kaiser Permanente, Helpline Youth Counseling, and Masada 
Homes.  The Wesley Health Center provides primary care and pediatric care to families in Hawaiian Gardens, Artesia, and Lakewood.  
No family will be turned away who is unable to pay for these services.  »



ABC Unified School District's District Digest is published 
bimonthly by the Superintendent's Office.

Call 562-926-5566 to join the District's email list.

Board Members
Olympia Chen - President

Chris Apodaca - Vice President
Soo Yoo - Clerk

Lynda Johnson - Member
Maynard Law - Member

Leticia Mendoza - Member
Sophia Tse - Member

Superintendent
Dr. Mary Sieu


